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Visiting Teachers from Spain Program

The need for foreign language teachers has risen, and fi lling these 
positions with qualifi ed teachers is becoming increasingly diffi cult. 
The Ministry of Education and Culture of Spain have come together 
to form the Visiting Teachers from Spain Program in hopes of 
alleviating the shortage of Spanish teachers in Iowa. The West Liberty 
Community School District is participating in this exciting program.

The Visiting Teacher from Spain Program provides the opportunity 
to recruit highly qualifi ed Spanish educators to fi ll vacant Spanish 
teaching positions. These positions last up to three years and provide 
Iowa students, parents, and communities the opportunity to work 
with professionals from other countries. The Ministry of Education 
says the program strives to: 
•   Promote cultural and educational relations that will benefi t the 

State of Iowa and Spain. 
•  Foster knowledge and appreciation of the culture shared by these 

two global communities. 
•   Foster an educational environment that supports both students 

and teachers in their continued and future effort toward personal, 
academic, and professional success. 

•  Utilize technology to promote teaching and learning of world 
languages.

West Liberty is currently employing three visiting teachers from 
Spain; Silvia Alvarez teaching at the Elementary School, Patricio Otero 
teaching at the Middle School, and Sonia de Jesús Becerro teaching at 
the High School.

Sonia de Jesús Becerro is one of the pioneers of the program, 
fi nishing her third year at West Liberty High School. Sonia says her 
“love of traveling and new challenges” is what interested her in the 
program and would “encourage everyone to live in a foreign country 
for awhile.” Sonia has found many benefi ts from participating in the 
program: growing as a person, learning a new culture, valuing both 
cultures and meeting new people, to name a few. She also says all 
the students have been very receptive and she would defi nitely do it 
again.

The Visiting Teachers from Spain Program has proven to be an 
asset to everyone involved. While students receive an authentic 
educational experience, teachers get to bring home fi rst-hand 
knowledge about the United States to students in Spain.

My name is Patricio Otero (31) and my wife’s name is Silvia (30). 
I am teaching Spanish in the 3rd grade at the West Liberty Middle 
School, and Silvia is teaching Kindergarten at the West Liberty 
Elementary School. We arrived last summer and have been here for 
eight months. 
 
Silvia and I came here for many reasons. The main reason is wanting 
to improve our English speaking skills, since we are both English 
teachers in Spain. At the beginning, it was hard to understand 
people speaking. But as time goes by it gets easier. Last year we 
were living in Madrid, Spain. It is a very big and crowded city and we 
decided to search for a different way of life and teaching. 
 
Since the very fi rst moment it has been a great experience. Our 
principals took care of us and made us feel comfortable. Also, the 
teachers from our schools and neighbors gave us a hand. Our host 
family helped us settle in town and made it easier to integrate in 
the community. We are very grateful to everybody for being so 
helpful and nice. People in Iowa are lovely. 
 
Teaching in a different country makes it possible to meet different 
people, learn from them and have beautiful experiences. At the 
same time, we are aware of the differences and value cultural 
richness. We are unconsciously searching for similarities and 
differences and discovering a lot of things within ourselves we 
did not know before. I think my favorite thing here would be the 
people. People here are kind, modest and always helpful. 
 
Also, we have traveled to Chicago many weekends, New York over 
Thanksgiving, California during Winter break, and New Orleans 
recently. We are also planning to visit Colorado and Utah this 
summer. 
 
In Iowa we have experienced extreme weather from a really hot 
summer to a snowy and windy winter. Traveling to a new country 

requires you to be adaptable. Teaching in a different country is 
defi nitively a changing experience in a person’s life.
 
The Education System in Elementary and Middle Schools is not very 
different from that in Spain. But we are learning new methods of 
teaching, and sharing our personal experiences.  
 
When asked “What do you miss from Spain?” We answer: “It’s only 
been eight months”… okay, we miss our family and friends, but 
we know it is an experience to take advantage of. Our idea is to 
spend three years here and then go back to Spain. I am thinking of 
teaching in a different country in the future. Traveling is addicting!
 
Patricio Otero


